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Sir: 

The references cited on attached form PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B are being 
called to the attention of the Examiner. Copies of the references are enclosed. In addition, 
applicant encloses herewith a copy of a European Search Report (with English translation) dated 
June 22^ 2001 which was issued in conjunction with the counterpart European application 
No. 00124166.0 and in which references (AG-AJ and AO-AP) were cited. 

It is respectfully requested that the cited references be expressly considered 
\ during the prosecution of this application, and the references be made of record therein and 

appear among the "references cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 
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As provided for by 37 CFR 1.97(g) and (h), no inference should be made that the 



information and references cited are prior art merely because they are in this statement and no 
representation is being made that a search has been conducted or that this statement encompasses 
all the possible relevant information. 



Applicant believes that no fee is required for submission of this statement, since it 



is being submitted prior to the first Office Action. However, if a fee is required, the 
Commissioner is authorized to deduct such fee firom the undersigned's Deposit Account No. 20- 
1430. Please deduct any additional fees fi-om, or credit any overpayment to, the above-noted 
Deposit Account. 
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I I Fee Transmittal Form 

n Fee Attached 
I I Amendment / Response 

n After Final 

n Affidavits/declaration (s) 
n Extension of Time Request 

I I Express Abandonment Request 

Information Disclosure Statement 

r~l Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

n Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

n Response to Missing 
Parts under 37 CFR 
1.52 or1.53 



ENCLOSURES (check all that apply) 



f~l Assignment Papers 

(for an Application) 

n Drawing(s) 

I I Licensing-related Papers 

n PeUUon Routing Slip (PTO/SB/69) 
and Accompanying Petition 

I I Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

I I Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

I I Temninal Disclaimer 
i I Request for Refund 
□ CD, Number ofCD(s) 



Remarks 



I I After Allowance Communication to 
Group 

r~1 Appeal Communication to Board of 
Appeals and Interferences 

I I Appeal Communication to Group 
{Appeal Notice, Brief. Reply Brief) 



r~l Proprietary Information 
□ Status Letter 

^ Other Enclosure(s) 
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